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MAY 13 2003 

OFFICE OF 
ENFORCEMENTAND 

COMPLIANCE ASSURANCE 

Mr. StanDempsey,.Jr. 
President 
Colorado PetroleumAssociation 
1410 Grant Street-B 305 
Denver, Colorado 80203 

Dear Mr. Dempsey: 

OnMarch, 14, 2002, the Colorado PetroleumAssociation askedthe United States 
EnvironmentalProtection Agency (EPA) to use enforcementdiscretionto waive enforcementof 
the 7.8 poundsper squareinch (psi) Reid vapor pressure (RVP) gasolinestandardin the 
Denver/Boulderarea during the 2002 summerseason,and insteadto apply the less stringent 9.0 
psi RVP standardthere. In addition, on .January24, 2002, EPA issueda proposed rule that would 
make this changeto the RVP standardfor Denver/Boulder by regulation. On April 11, 2002, 
EPA grantedyour request. 

However, the proposed rule changehas not yet beenmadefinal. This letter is to inform 
you that the enforcementdiscretionannouncedlastyear will be extendedfor the 2003 summer 
season. 

As you know, 40 C.F.R. §§ 80.27and80.28 limit the RVP of gasoline at retail outlets and 
wholesalepurchaser-consumerfacilities during the period .June1 through September15, and at 
upstreamfacilities during the period May 1 through September15. The RVP standard is either 
7.8 psi or 9.0 psi, dependingupon an area'sdesignationwith respectto the ozone national 
ambientair quality standards(NAAQS). In both situationsthe standardin May is 9.0 psi. 

The Denver/Boulder areahasachievedthe NAAQS for ozone eachyear since 1987, but 
becauseits ozone designationwas not formally changedto attainmentuntil late 2001, the area 
hasremainedsubjectto the more stringent7.8 psi RVP standard. However, becauseof its ozone 
achievementrecord, EPA hasgrantedwaiversto apply the less stringent 9.0 psi RVP standardto 
the Denver/Boulderarea from 1992through 2002. 

We believethat extendingthis relief to the 2003 summer seasonis appropriate and in the. 
public interest. No environmentalharm shouldresult becausethe Denver/Boulder areahas 
achievedthe ozoneNAAQS during prior yearswhen gasoline in that areawas subjectto the RVP 
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Therefore,as a matter of enforcementdiscretion, effective immediately, EPA will not 
enforcethe 7.8 psi RVP standardin the Denver/Boulder area,and instead wi~l enforce the 9.0 psi 
RVP standard. This enforcementdiscretionwill continue until the rulemaking to revise the RVP 
standardfor Denver/Boulder becomeseffective, or until September16, 2003, whichever is 
earlier. 

If you have anyquestions on this matter, you may call Adam Kushner, Associate Director 
of the Air EnforcementDivision, at (202) 564-7979. 

Sincerely,;)' / 
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